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General information 1

1 General information

X-FeatureComparison is an X-Cart add-on module that enables your customers to use feature-based

comparison service.

Unless a customer comes to your store with his mind set on a specific product, he is likely to browse and
compare different products trying to determine which product will be right for him.

Feature-based comparison service facilitates the process of choosing the right thing by a customer: the
user enters a desired combination of features, and the system then determines the product or products that
provide that combination. For instance, if a customer is looking for a mobile phone, but is not yet sure as
to its model, he can pick the desired mobile phone features (e.g., dual or triple band, light weight,
replaceable covers, or programmable ringtones) and immediately buy the phone that matches the
requirements. Visitors can also pick a product and compare it side by side with other products, so the
customer can pick a product that he likes, and then compare other products against it to see if there are
any better choices.

Using X-FeatureComparison module provides the store admin/provider users with the following abilities:
= to group products into product classes
= to define features specific to product classes
= to assign class-specific features to products
= to create multilingual names for product classes and class-specific features.
= to search for products by their product class

The customers get the ability:
= to search for products by features
= to compare products of the same class with one another

X- Feature Comparison is a reliable and up-to-date solution that makes your business competitive.

You can purchase it at www.x-cart.com.
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2 Module Installation

To install the module you have to perform the following actions:

1. Download the module distributive (x-fcomp-x.y.z.tgz, where x,y,z are the numbers of the module

version) from File Area.
2. Uncompress the x-fcomp-x.y.z.tgz file and copy the files to X-Cart directory.
3. Run in the browser the installation script http://www.yourhost.com/xcart_dir/install-xfcomp.php

4. Enter your authentication code, accept conditions of the License Agreement and click Next.

Note. The authentication code is issued on completion of X-Cart installation. It is used to prevent unauthorized re-installation of X-Cart
and to install X-Cart modules (if you decide to purchase them). If you forgot the code, you may look it up at any time in include/install.php
file.

5. Installation script will copy the files and make all the necessary changes in the database.

6. After module Installation is completed, you need to log in as Admin and
= enable Feature Comparison from the Modules section
= set the module options in General settings/Feature Comparison options.

X-Cart Gold and Pro module installations do not differ.
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3

Setting up Feature Comparison options

To set up the options affecting the work of Feature Comparison module in your store:

1. Select General settings from the Administration menu.

2. Click the Feature Comparison options link in the section menu.

3. Set up the following options:

The product class image width in the product classes list: set the desired image width in pixels.

Enable adding products to comparison lists for further comparing: Select this check box if you
want to enable your customers to add products they want to compare to a special list appearing in the
'Comparison list' box in the menu column. If you leave this check box unselected, the link 'Add to

comparison _list' will not be displayed, so there will be no way for your customers to use the

'Comparison list' box.

The maximum number of products in the comparison list in the menu column: Specify the
maximum number of products which a customer will be allowed to add to the Comparison list.
Maximum number of products which can be shown on the feature-based comparisons page
and on the Product details page in the form of a select box: If the quantity of products for
comparison exceeds the number specified here, product selection will be done in a popup window:
Specify the maximum number of products for comparison that will be able to appear in a select box.
Maximum number of products which can be compared: Specify the maximum number of

products that a customer will be allowed to compare at a time.

4. Click Save to apply the changes.
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4 Administrative interface

The administrative part of X-FeatureComparison module is handled by the store administrators and

providers. In X-Cart GOLD the store admin/provider fully controls the work of the module. In X-Cart PRO

providers adjust their store sections to work with the module, while the store admin regulates the work of

the module in general (by adjusting the Feature Comparison options) and carries out the function of

supervision which in case of necessity enables him to interfere and edit the providers’ settings pertaining to

the module.

After X-FeatureComparison module has been installed and configured, you need to use the store

admin/provider interface to do the following:

1. Define product classes (types of products which can be compared).

2. For each of the defined product classes set up product class options, or features (parameters on the

ground of which the products belonging to the class will be compared).

3. Assign appropriate product classes and product class options to the products in your store.

Note: In X-Cart PRO each of the store providers defines his own product classes (and features) and assigns these classes to his own

products. Unless ‘Single mode’ is turned on, PRO providers are not allowed to edit the product classes defined by the other providers.

Admin account users, however, can edit any product classirrespective of the class owner.

4.1 Adding, updating and deleting product classes

Product classes can be defined in the ‘Product classes’ section of the store.

X-Cart PRO providers can access this section by clicking the Product classes link in the Products menu.

D:l Products

Manufacturers
Product classes
Praduct Configurator
Search for products
Add new product
Maodify product
Delete produck
Irmport products
Import images
Update inventory
Export products
Extra fields

X-Cart PRO admin and X-Cart GOLD admin/provider can access the same section via the Product classes

link in the Management menu.
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Users
Categories
Manufacturers
Producs
COrders

Mews mmanagerent
Statistics
Taxing systermn
Edit ratings
Countries
States

Product classes
Return=

Gift certificatas

In the ‘Product classes’ section existing product classes appear in the ‘Product classes’ form. Before any
classes are defined, the ‘Product classes’ form is empty.

Product classes

Check all ¥ Uncheck all
PRODULCT CLASS ENABLED ORDEREY

Product classes are not defined!

To create a new product class:

1. Click the ‘Add product class’ link in the section menu. The ‘Add product class’ form will appear.

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.



6 X-FeatureComparison add-on module for X-Cart 4.1.11. User manual.

Add product class

Immage

Enakbled

OrderBy

Product class * I

No lmage’
hvailable

Change image I

fes -

—

Add

2. If necessary, add an icon for the product class being created (Icons associated with product classes

appear on the ‘What are you looking for?’ page in the customer area along with the product class titles):

a. Click on the ‘Change image’ button below the default ‘No Image Available’ picture. Confirm you

desire to change the default image.

b. Use the ‘Image selection’ window to select the image file which you want to use as the product class

icon.

c. Click on Apply. The new image will appear in the ‘Add product class’ form, replacing the default ‘No

Image Available’ image. (Please note that at this point the image is merely selected, not saved. It will

be lost if you refresh the page.)

Add product class

Irmmage

Enabled

OrderBy

Product class * I

Change irmage I

The irmage will be zaved asz the product class irmage after vou click on "Add"

es -

—

Add
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3. Enter a title for the product class into the ‘Product class’ field.

4. Specify whether the class should be shown to the customers or not by selecting Yes or No from the *

Enabled’ selectbox.

5. Specify the position number of the product class in the list of product classes (‘OrderBy’ field).

Add product class

Image i

Change irmage I

The irmage will be zaved asz the product class irmage after vou click on "Add"

Product class * IE-DDI-;S

Enabled fes -
OrderBy |1
Add

6. Click on ‘Add’. As soon as the product class is created, you will be informed about it by a message in
the ‘Information’ box.

¥ Information

Product clazs is added.

After the creation of the new product class, you can see another form appearing in the place of the ‘Add
product class’ form. This new form is titled ‘Modify product class’.
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Language I Emglizh vI

Irmage E

Change image I

Praduct clazs * IBDDks

Enabled Yas -

OrderBy |1
Save |

Product class options

OPTIOMN OPTIOM TYPE / FORMAT EMABLED ORDERBY WARIAMTS

Options are not defined!

Add new option

I IText field ;I IYes ;I I

Add

This form allows you to modify the details of the product class you have just created (if necessary) and to
define product class options (features) for it. You can turn to modifying the product class details (image,
title, availability, or OrderBy position humber) and defining product class options (features) at once, or put
it off till later (The ‘Modify product class’ form can be accessed at any time by clicking on the title of the
product class which you want to modify in the ‘Product classes’ form). To find out how to modify a product
class, please refer to the ‘Modifying product classes’ section of this User guide.

To add more product classes, use the ‘Add product class’ link in the section menu.

To return to the list of product classes (‘Product classes’ form), click the ‘Product classes list’ link in the

section menu. You will see the product classes you created in the form of a list in the ‘Product classes’
form.

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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Check all ¥ Uncheck all
PRODULT CLASS ENABLED DRDEREBY

[T Books IYes ;I |1

Update I Celete seleced I

The ‘Product classes’ form in X-Cart GOLD and in the Provider area of X-Cart PRO contains a 3-column
table (PRODUCT CLASS / ENABLED / ORDERBY). In the Admin area of X-Cart PRO the table includes 4
columns (PRODUCT CLASS / ENABLED / ORDERBY / PROVIDER). The PROVIDER column allows the
store admin to find out who created this or that product class.

Check all ¥ Uncheck all
PRODULT CLASS ENABLED DRDEREY PROVIDER

[T Books |ves =] |1 adrin
[T <D disks |ves =] |z admin
[T T-shirs |ves =] |3 adrmin
[T Mobile phones  [ves =| |4 provider
[T cameras |ves =] |5 provider
Update | Delete selacted |

You can change the availability status of your product classes and the order in which they are displayed
right in the ‘Product classes’ form. To do so, select Yes or No from the ENABLED selectbox, change the
product class position number in the OrderBy field opposite the title of the appropriate product class and
click on Update. The changes will be saved.

To delete a product class, select the check box next to the title of the product class you would like to delete
and click on ‘Delete selected’. The product class will be removed from the list. (You can use the Check all /

Uncheck all links to select or unselect all the check boxes).

4.2 Modifying product classes

Maodification of a product class is done immediately after its creation (when the ‘Modify product class’ form

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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is displayed automatically) or later (by calling on the ‘Modify product class’ form with a click on a product
class title in the ‘Product classes’ list). In any case, the ‘Modify product class’ form can be used for editing
the product class details defined at the time of the class creation and for defining product class options

(features) characteristic of the class.

4.2.1 Modifying product class details

To modify the details of a product class:

1. Open the ‘Modify product class’ form.

Language I Emglizh vI

Irmage E

Change image I Celete image I

Praduct clazs * IBDDks

Enabled Yas -

OrderBy |1
Save |

Product class options

OPTIOMN OPTIOM TYPE / FORMAT EMABLED ORDERBY WARIAMTS

Options are not defined!

Add new option

I IText field ;I IYes ;I I

Add

2. If necessary, change or delete the class icon.
To change the icon, click on the ‘Change image’ button, select the image with which you want to

replace the old one and click on ‘Apply’. The new image will appear in the ‘Modify product class’ form.

(Please note that at this point the image is merely selected, not saved. It will be lost if you refresh the

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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page.)
To delete the icon, click on the ‘Delete image’ button.
3. If necessary, change the product class title, availability status and OrderBy position number.

4. Click on ‘Save’.

4.2.2 Managing product class options (features)

To define product class options (features):

1. Open the ‘Modify product class’ form. Scroll down to the ‘Product class options’ section of the form.

Product class options

OPTION OPTION TYPE / FORMAT EMABLED DORDERBY WARIAMTS

Options are not defined!

Add new option

I IText field ;I IYes ;I I

Add

2. Use the ‘Add new option’ subsection to add product class options:
a. Enter a name for the new option (OPTION column).

b. Use the selectbox in the OPTION TYPE /FORMAT column to select the option type (Please refer to the
‘Notes on options types’ section of this User guide to get information about the types of product class
options).

. Select Yes or No from the selectbox in the ENABLED column to specify whether the feature should be
displayed to customers or not.

. Enter a position number of the option in the list of product class options (ORDERBY column).

. If applicable, specify available variants for the option being created: enter the variant names in a
column, each variant starting from a new line (VARIANTS column).

. Click on ‘Add’. The option will be created and added to the list of options in the ‘Product class options’
section of the form.

. If applicable, specify the format in which concrete values of the option should be displayed (OPTION

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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TYPE /FORMAT column, below the option type selectbox). Click on ‘Update’.
h. Repeat steps a-h to add more product class options.

Modify product class

Irmage

Change image I

Celete image I

Language I Emglizh vI

Praduct clazs * IBDDks

Enabled Yeas

o
Save |

Product class options

-

COrderBy

Add

OPTION OPTION TYPE / FORMAT EMABLED ORDERBY WARIANTS
r I'Catalng idx Text field ;I IYes ;I |1 B
Input box "I
r I'C-:u'.'er type ISingIe option selectar ;I IYes ;I |2 E'L&d
ar
i Lux
I IF‘uinsher Text field ;I IYes ;I |3 B
Input box "I
r IF‘ages Murneric field ;I IYes ;I |4 B
1000000 =]
[~ |with co | Boolean field =l |ves =] s -
- ILanguage IMuItipIe option selectar ;I I“r’es ;I IE Eussian
_ Englizh
German
French
Celete selected options I Update I
Add new option
I ITextFieId ;I IYes ;I I

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.



Administrative interface 13

To delete product class options (features):

1. In the ‘Product class options’ section of the ‘Modify product class’ form select the check boxes next to
the names of the product class options which you want to delete.

2. Click on ‘Delete selected options’.
To modify product class options (features):

1. In the ‘Product class options’ section of the ‘Modify product class’ form change the necessary product
class options’ settings.

2. Click on ‘Update’.
To modify the variants of a product class option:

1. In the ‘Product class options’ section of the ‘Modify product class’ form click on the option variants which
you want to modify. The ‘Variants setup’ box will appear blow.

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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I II"-:I':":"‘_'E I HuUrgrie g ; I 1=2= ; I""
| toooooo |

[~ |with co | Boolean fizld = |ves =] |5 -

- ILanguage IMuItipIe option selectar ;I IYes ;I IE E”Sﬁi‘-"h”
nglis
GEFman
French

VYariants setup X

|- IRUSEian
r IEninEh
|- IGerman

r IFrenu:h

Delete selected variants I Update

Add wariant
|
Add
Delete zelected aptions | Update
Add new option
| | Text field = |ves =1

2. Use the ‘Variants setup’ box to modify the contents of the variants section:
a. To rename one or more of the existing variants, change the names of the variants you want to rename
and click on ‘Update’.
b. To delete one or more of the existing variants, select the check boxes next to the names of the variants
you want to delete and click on ‘Delete selected variants’.
c. To add a new variant to the list, enter a name for the new variant in the ‘Add variant’ subsection and
click on ‘Add’.

3. Click on the X (‘Close’ sign) in the top right corner of the ‘Variants setup’ box. The box will be closed.

In a multilingual store, names of product classes, product class options and option variants can be entered
in different languages.

To enter multilingual names:

1. Select the necessary language from the Language selectbox in the top right corner of the ‘Modify

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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product class’ form. The page will be refreshed and the product class title, product class options and
option variants fields will be emptied allowing place for you to enter new names in the selected
language.

2. Enter the product class name into the ‘Product class’ field and click on ‘Save’.
3. Provide names for the product class options and click on ‘Update’.

4. Click on each of the option variants links, provide new names for the variants and click on ‘Update’.

5. If you need more languages, repeat steps 1-5.

4.2.3 Notes on option types

X-FeatureComparison module supports the following option types:
» Text field
= Single option selector

Multiple option selector
» Numeric field

Boolean field
Date field

These types determine the way in which providers and customers will be able to input data into the fields
corresponding to product class options.

Text field is a simple text field into which custom text can be entered. Any characters entered into a field of
this type are regarded as text. This option type requires the option field format to be specified (Input box or
Text area, depending on the amount of text that needs to be entered).

Single option selector is a field displaying a predefined set of values from which only one can be selected.

This option type requires variants to be provided.

Multiple option selector is a field displaying a predefined set of values from which several values can be

selected. This option type requires variants to be provided.

Numeric field is a field that allows users to enter numeric values so they are treated as numbers (which
allows customers to search for products using number ranges). This option type requires the option field
format to be specified.

Boolean field is a field from which only one of the two values can be chosen: Yes or No (signifies presence
or absence of some feature).

Date field is a field that allows users to enter dates (customers can search for products using date ranges).

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.
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This option type requires the option field format to be specified.

4.3 Assigning product classes to products

After the necessary product classes have been defined, they need to be assigned to the products for which
you want to allow comparison.

Note: It is not necessary that all the products in the store have a product class: assign product classes only to the products which can

be compared.
To assign a product class to some product:
1. Find the product and open it for modification.

2. Click the ‘Product class’ link in the section menu.

E Management Main page :: Product Management :: Javascript (Definitive Guide) O Users online
Users 1 administratar(s
Categories Product Management ©
Manufacturers Javascript { Definitive Guide)

Products

Orders In this section: See also: ¢ Authentication

Mews rmanagerment
Statistics

Taxing system
Edit ratings
Countries

States

Product classes
Returns

Gift certificates

E Administration

Product details

Praduct options
Praduct variants
Product classification
Whaolezale prices
Upzelling links
Detailed images
Custorner Reviews
Manufacturer
Product class

hA A A A L & 5 00 454

Surmnrnary

Systermn snapshots
DB Backupf/Restore
Mermbership Levels
Credit card types
Edit ternplates
Files

General settings
Irmages Location
Languages
Wwebmaster mode
Modules

Payrment rmethods
Patch/Upgrade
HTML catalog
Static pages
Speed Bar

£ Affiliates

Bl b e

Product class

Product thumbnail

International descriptions

p Search for products
p Add product

p Categories

b Manufacturers

p Orders

admin
iz logged in !

Log out

Thumbnail
(recarnrmended size
50x50-150x150]

Product owner

Delete image

Provider:

Classification

Mr. Provider Provider (provider)

‘Assign product class’ form will appear. As the product has not been assigned to any product class yet,
Undefined’ appears in the ‘Product class’ selectbox.
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_ Main page :: Product Management :: Javascript (Definitive Guide])

Gift certificates

p Detailed immages

g;fersgcvries Product Management 1 administrator(s)
Manufacturers Javascript { Definitive Guide)

Products

Crders In this section: See also: _
Mews rmanagernent

Statistics b Product details p Search for products adrmin

Taxing systerm b International descriptions p Add product iz lagged in !
Edit ratings p Product options p Categories

Countries B Product variants p Manufacturers Log out@
States b Product classification p Orders

Product classes p Wholesale prices

Returns p Upselling links

p Customer Reviews
b Manufacturer

B

Surnrnary Assign product class

Product clazs: IUndeFined vl

Systemn snapshots
DB Backup/Restare
Membership Levels
Credit card types

Edit ternplates Ap_pl"'l
Files

General settings
Immages Location
Languages
Webmaster mode
Madules

Payrnent riethods
Patch/Upgrade
PP e D

3. Use the selectbox to select the product class to which you want the product being modified to be
assigned.

Assign product class

Product class:

4. Click on ‘Apply’. The product class will be assigned. The ‘Product class options’ form will appear below
the ‘Assign product class’ form (The set of fields in the ‘Product class options’ form corresponds to the
product class selected for the product).
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Product class options

Catalog idx:
Cover type:
Fublisher:
Pages:

With CDv:

Language:

Fussian
English
Gerrman
French

[

Haold 'Ctrl' key ta select more than ane entry.

Update |

5. Use the option fields in the ‘Product class options’ form to assign the necessary option values to the

product being modified.

Product class options

Catalog idx:
Cover type:
Fublisher:
Pages:

With CDv:

Language:

|e54321654

ISDH: vI

IF'iter Pres=

EEE:

English
Gerrman
French

[

Haold 'Ctrl' key ta select more than ane entry.

Update |

6. Click on ‘Update’

. The changes will be applied.
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4.4 Searching for products with defined product

classes

The store administrator can search for products by product classes. When X-FeatureComparison module

is installed and enabled and at least one product class has been created, the ‘Advanced search options’

section of the search form in the Admin area includes ‘Product classes’ field. This field is a selectbox

from which you can select the product class to which the product being searched for belongs.

Advanced search options

Manufacturer iz not specified

Manufacturers: ExampleBooks

ExampleHousehald

I =

SKU: |

Product ID#: |

Provider: |
Price (§): fo.oo -
Quantity: jo -
Weight (Ibs): jo -
Availability: |

Product classes: I

Additional options

Free shipping:

Global discounts:

Min order anmount:

[ L 1

List price:

Search I

<] L

Shipping freight: I

Tax exempt: I

Low limit in stock: I

4.5 Importing/Exporting data

Import/Export procedures in X-Cart

] 1]

X-Cart 4.1.x features export and import of almost all X-Cart data types. Export and import procedures

facilitate the updating of your store data and allow you to consistently transfer data when upgrading your
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store or moving it to a new location.

Basic information is available in the Reference Manual for X-Cart shopping cart software, v. 4.1.11: on
export procedures - section "Exporting Data", import procedures - in the section "Importing Data".

Detailed information on X-Cart import and export can be found in the Import/Export Guide for X-Cart v4.1.
X (available for download from http://www.x-cart.com/manuals.html).

4.5.1 FeatureComparison: CSV Format

Classes of products are imported/exported through the section [PRODUCT_CLASSES].
Format

IFCLASSID - product class ID

ICLASS - product class name

IAVAIL - activeness indicator (Y - this class is active, empty value - inactive class)

IIMAGE - the path to the imported image for this class

IORDERBY - product class number

Required fields
ICLASS
Classes international names are imported/exported through the section

[MULTILANGUAGE_PRODUCT_CLASSES]

Format

ICLASS - product class name (conf. [PRODUCT_CLASSES])
ICODE - language code (for example: US)

ICLASS_NAME - class international name

Required fields

ICLASS
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ICODE

ICLASS_NAME

Features specific to product classes are imported/exported through the section
[PRODUCT_CLASS_OPTIONS]

Format

ICLASS - product class name (conf. [PRODUCT_CLASSES])
IOPTIONID - product class option unique ID

IOPTION - option name

ITYPE - option type ("T" - text field, "S" - select box, "N" - numeric, "B" - Boolean, "D" - date, "M" - multiple
select box)

IFORMAT - option format (for example, a text field can have 2 formats: | - input field, T - text field).
IVARIANTS - possible value variants for the fields which suppose selecting a value
IAVAIL - activeness indicator

IORDERBY - number

Required fields

ICLASS

IOPTION

Option international names are imported/exported through the section

[MULTILANGUAGE_PRODUCT_CLASS_OPTIONS]
Format

ICLASS - product class name

IOPTION - product class option name

ICODE - language code (for example: US).
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IOPTION_NAME - option international name
Required fields

ICLASS

IOPTION

ICODE

IOPTION_NAME

Products related to a class

product are

[PRODUCT_FEATURE_VALUES]

Format

IPRODUCTID - unique product ID
IPRODUCTCODE - product SKU number
IPRODUCT - product name

ICLASS - product class number

IOPTION - option name

IVALUE - option value for the given product
Required fields

ICLASS

IOPTION

imported/exported through the section
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5 Customer interface

5.1 Using feature-based search

Feature-based search allows your customers to find products within defined product classes by certain

features specific to these products.

To use feature-based search, your customers need to click the Feature-based search link in the Special

menu.

E Special

Gitt certificates
Search for events
Feature-based search

Clicking this link opens the ‘What are you looking for?’ page where your customers can select the type of
products they are interested in (in fact, the customers select one of the product classes defined in the
admin/provider interface). For example, if the classes are named ‘Books’, ‘CD disks’ and ‘T-shirts’, and the

customer is looking for a book, he should select ‘Books’ by clicking on the appropriate link or icon.

-

Books c disks T-Shirts

After selecting the desired product class, the customer will be provided with a form in which he will be able
to specify parameters for feature-based search (If the selected product class is ‘Books’, the form will be

called ‘Books features’).
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Books features

Mote: It iz not necessary to fill out all the fields, vYou can specify values only for the features
relevant to vou,

ISEN: |
Cover type: I AN - I
Fublisher: I

Pages:
To: I
With CDv IﬂN\r’ vI

Fuszian &
Enalizh
GErrman
French

Language:

|-

Hald "Ctrl' key to select rmare than one antry,

The set of fields in the form will vary from one product class to another, depending on the product class
options (features) assigned to different classes in the admin interface. The customer only needs to provide

values for the fields relevant to his search and to submit the form.

The products found by the search query will be displayed in the ‘Products’ list.
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t={|| NCART | e | MR | comaerus |

US TOLL FREE: 1-800-555-5555 International: 500-555-5555

Search: I Go | Adwanced search Select language: IEninsh ;I
Printable version é
E Categories Your Company Name :: Product class list :: Books features :: Products
Books ¢ Users online

CD - WD - Wideo

Computer hardware Compare selected (21 Add to comparison list (2 1 unregistered
z custorner(s]
Electronics
Games and toys
Househald . .
; Flash 5 for Windows and Macintosh
h i rt
Men's clothes SKU: SRULO ¢~ Yourca
Software i
Spart I arn fonder of Macrornedia Flash than just about any tool, and I feel ruchthe \._!f' Cartis empty

same way about Peachpit's Wizual QuickStart Guides; zo, the ideaaof a Visual
GuickStart Guide about Flash 5 makes me weak in the knees,

View cart
E Bestsellers See details‘ : Eliasies
Ilarket price: $250.00
L Belidluy's Geiia I Sl (] compare ) Our price: $59.99 (€ 52.19), save 25%
n 4 - -
2. Lord of the Rings Quantity I 1 'I ) Authentication
Board Game
3. Mew Masters of Flash Username
4. Photozhop & Diawn __Buy How Icustomer
and Dirky Tricks B essmana
5. Palm 0% M125 ——
Photoshop 6 Down and Dirty Tricks g fim
. SKU: SKEU1Z2
E Manufacturers \\vanJ R.eqgistar
A i E This iz one of the very best books I've sean to date on Photoshop Tricks.Do
ExampleBooks TRAGHS yourself a favor and add thiz powerhouse to your Photoshop arsenal, Recover password
ExarnpleHousehald
- If Jawazcrpt iz disabled in your
See details Ivlarket price: $reo0 browser click here

= Special Our price: $59.99 (€ 52.19), save 25%

p
< )
Qeemeere) oy [

Gift certificates
PR e TR

The found products can then be compared with one another.

5.2 Selecting products for comparison

In X-FeatureComparison module customers can compare products assigned to the same product class (In
other words, customers can compare a photo camera with another photo camera, but they cannot compare
a photo camera with a book).

Customers select the products they want to be compared and then the module juxtaposes the selected
products in the form of a table (the so-called ‘Product features chart’). The Product features chart allows
your customers to compare products by separate features (the features by which products can be
compared are defined by admin/provider for each product class individually).

The module offers three alternative ways in which a customer can go about adding products to the Product
features chart:

1. The first of the three ways is as simple as selecting the ‘Compare’ check boxes next to the products
which need to be compared and adding them directly to the Product features chart with one click on the
Compare selected’ link.
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Tavrmes & Canditinns

Printable version é

_ Your Company Mame :: Books :: Internet

Books

CD - DWD - Video
Computer hardware
Electronics

Games and toys
Household

Men's clothes
Software

Sport

1. Mew Masters of Flash
2. Javascript [Definitive
Guide)

3. Professzional Java

Server Prograrmming
4. Designing Wehb
Usability

ExampleBoaoks
ExarnpleHousehold

Gift certificates
Search for events
Feature-based search

Contact us
Privacy staternent

Description again

Result pages:

NER

Sortby: SkU Product Price 4 Default

Seed

Compare selected m

Add to comparison list m

New Masters of Flash
SKU: SKUES

Learning by daing is always good, especally if you have good role modelsta
fallaw, As part of the publizher's "Showing It" sevies, thiz bookbrings together
1% of the most innowative designers who are warking inmotion graphics, and
gives them lots of page room to talk about theirwaork in general,

‘ I Cornpars )

See details

' I Campara )

Mlarket price; $70.00
Our price: $59.99 (£ 52.19), save 25%

Quantity I 1 - I

Professional Java Server Programming
SKU: SKUEE

Wrox specializes in books written by programmers, for programrners.
Frofessional Java Server Programning, a wolume on developing Java-based web
applicationsz, iz no different. All the 12 authaors are developers and consultants
--incuding sorme who've been part of Sun's own Java tearn,

Market price; $63-00
Cuiee neiens & AT OO E AT TEY (L0 Acar

2 unregistered
custamers)

I

A

Wiew cart
Checkaout

Usernarne
custorner

Paszword
kot sk ok o

Log in @
Registar @

Recowver password

If Jawazerpt is disabled in your
browser click here

Note: The maximum number of products which a customer is allowed to select for comparison is defined in the General settings/Feature
Comparison options section of the administrative interface (‘Maximum number of products which can be compared’)

If the customer selects for comparison products which belong to different product classes, he will receive a
warning message in the ‘Product classes’ form prompting him to select just one class with which he would
like to continue working.
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The products zelected for commparizan are of different classes and cannot be compared.
Please select the product class within which you would like to compare products,

Books

Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Classroom
Flazh S for Windows and Macintozh

Compare ]
cD disks
Bach's Goldberg Yariations

Compare ]

To compare the products within this product class, the customer needs to click the ‘Compare’ link
corresponding to it.

2. The second way involves using the so-called ‘Comparison list'. While browsing the Products list, a
customer selects the ‘Compare’ check boxes next to the products which need to be compared and, by
clicking the ‘Add to comparison list’ link, adds them to the ‘Comparison list’ (A special box appearing in
the menu column in which a list of products selected for comparison can be stored until the customer
requests the operation of product comparison to be carried out. The empty ‘Comparison list' is not
displayed).
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_ Your Company Mame :: Books :: Internet

Books ; Description again
CD - DVD - Video

Computer hardware | [EUE e Books

Electronics Mew Masters of Flash X
. i -
Sameshapdd tays Sort by: SkU Product Price Default e
alseno : 3
[ e e S Result pages: 1[27] # Claar list (G
Software
Sport

Compare selected m Add to comparison list m

2 unregistered

1. New Masters of Flazh New Masters of Flash custorners)

2. Javascript [Definitive SKU: skUES

Guide] . - . .

£ P oo Deme Learning by doing is always good, especially if you have good role modelsto

Server Programming i follow, As part of the publisher's "Showing It" series, this bookbrings together

4. Designing Web L 19 of the rmost innovative desigrners who are working inmotion graphics, and

s ability See details gives them lots of page room to talk about theirwork in general, Cartis emphy

‘ I Compare ) .
Marleet price; $70.00 Vit e

_ Our price: $59.99 (€ 52.19), save 25% Checkaut

ExampleBooks Quantity I 1 vl
ExampleHousehald

Username
custormer
. . Passwaord
Gift certificates Professional Java Server Programming IW
Search for events SKL: SEUES

Feature-based search Log in @
Wrox specializes in books written by programriers, for pragrarnmers,

Frofessional Java Server Programening, a volume on developing Java-based web Register@
applications, is no different, All the 12 authors are developers and consultants
--including some who've been part of Sun's own Java team,

Recaver password

=
See detailz

Contact us . EEEL L :
Privacy statement u Cormpare ) Iularloet Jrice: $63.00 If Javascript is dizabled in wour

Terms & Conditians Our price: $47.99 (€ 41.75), save 25% EReSEicies

Another way a customer can add a product to the ‘Comparison list’ is by going to the product details page
of some product and clicking on the ‘Add to comparison list’ link there.

_ Your Company Name :: Books :: Internet :: New Masters of Flash

Books New Masters of Flash #65
CD - DVD - Wideo

Learning by doing is always good, espedally if you have good Boolks
CDmDUter hardware role modelsto follow, As part of the publisher's "Showing It" ———— £ Flash X
E|BCtI’DnICSd + zeries, thiz bookbrings together 19 of the most innovative ew Wasters of Hlas

. o

Games and tays designers who are working inmotion graphics. and gives them Compare Y
Household lots of page room to talk about theirwork in general, - _
Men's clothes \ =ar list ()
Software Details
Sport Cruantity 94 item(s) available

Weight 1.00 lbs

Caver type Soft

Publisher Piter Press 1 unregistered
1. Mew Masters of Flash s\faitglsz ﬁgﬂ custornar(s)
éhf;eu;script [Definitive Language English
3. Professzional Java Price: $59.99 (£ 52.19)

Server Prograrmming .
4. Dezigning web Options

Usability
Choosze cover type ISOH: vI
. Wiew cart
Quantity Il j‘ Checkout
ExarnpleBooks Add to cart

ExarmpleHouzehald

I

Cartis empty

I Flash 5 for Windows and Macint;l Product comparison m

Usernarne
Password
Gift certificates I********
Search for events
Faature-bazed zearch Log in S
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If the products selected for comparison belong to different product classes, the Comparison list will be
divided into sections, so each of the involved product classes has its separate comparison list.

E Comparison list

Books
Mew Masters of Flash X
Profeszional Java X
Server Programriing
Designing Web X
Uz ability
Coarmpatre @
Clear list @
CD disks
Bach's Galdberg X
Yariations

Bach: Cello-Suiten / X
Mztizlay Rostropovich

Cormpare
Clear list @

The Comparison list is completely editable, so your customers are allowed not only to add products to the
list, but to remove some or all of the products from the list. To remove a specific product from the
Comparison list, a customer needs to click on the red X sign next to the name of the product in the list. To
remove all the products from the Comparison list (or from a section of the Comparison list), a customer
needs to click the ‘Clear list’ link at the bottom of the list (or below the corresponding section of the

Comparison list).

To compare the products contained in the Comparison list (or in a section of the Comparison list), a
customer needs to click the ‘Compare’ link at the bottom of the list (or below the corresponding section of
the Comparison list). The products will be transferred to the Product features chart where the customer will
be able to compare them.

Note: If you want to enable the Comparison list for your customers, please select the ‘Display the list of products to be compared in the
menu column’ option in the General settings/Feature Comparison options section of the administrative interface. Do not forget to set the

Comparison list capacity (‘The maximum number of products in the comparison list in the menu column’ option).

3. The third way allows adding pairs of products to the Product features chart: a customer can go to the
product details page of some product and request comparing this product with some other product of the
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same product class. The product with which the initially chosen product will be compared is selected
from a selectbox on the product details page. Both the products (the one whose product details are
displayed and the one selected from the list in the select box) are added to the Product features chart
when the customer clicks the ‘Product comparison’ link next to the select box.

£ Categories Your Company Name :: Books :: Internet :: New Masters of Flash
Books E Comparison list
CD - WD - Wideo Leaming be doing ic al d ally i b d
earning by doing iz always good, especdally if you have goo Boolks
CDmDUter hardware rale modelsto follow, As part of the publisher's "Shawing It" g - f Flash X
Electronics series, this bookbrings together 19 of the most innovative euw Masters of Flas
Games and toys designers who are working inmmotion graphics, and gives them Cormmpare
Household lots of page room to talk about theirwork in general, cl list @3
Men's clathes Detail saris
Software etails
Sport Cruantity 94 item(s) available
Weight 1.00 lbs
ISBEN £54321654 ¢ Users online
Caver type Soft
(5 Bestsellers Publisher Piter Prass 1 unregisterad
1. Mew Masters of Flash S\raitgﬁix) ﬁgﬂ EustEmm=s)
éhf;eu;script [Definitive Language English
3. Professzional Java Price: $59.99 (£52.10)
5 . = Your cart
erver Programming .
4. Dezigning web options | [ _
Usability wyf Cartis empty
Choosze cover type ISOH: vI
. View cart
E Manufacturers Quantity I 1 j' Checkout
ExarnpleBooks ]
ExarmpleHouzehald o
R ¢ Authentication
IFIash S for Windows and Macint;l Product comparison (2]
; ) Usernarne
E special Add to comparison list ] Icustomer
Password
Gift certificates I—********
Search for events
Faature-bazed zearch Lag in

Note: More products of the same product class can then be added one by one to the Product features chart using the select box below

the Product features chart.

Note: The maximum number of products which can appear in selectboxes can be defined in the General settings/Feature Comparison
options section of the administrative interface (‘Maximum number of products which can be shown on the feature-based comparisons
page and on the Product details page in the form of a select box. If the quantity of products for comparison exceeds the number

specified here, product selection will be done in a popup window’).

5.3 Comparing products

No matter what method was used for selecting the products for comparison, they finally appear in the
Product features chart.
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=lw]
Products
r I r
Product features Adobe Photoshop  Flash 5 for Windows New Masters of
5.5 Classroom and Macintosh Flash
I_ Catalog idx 554321987 321654987 554321654
[T cover type Hard Soft Soft
[T publisher Cialactics Cialactics Piter Press
[T Pages 460 318 250
[~ with D W b4 X
[T Language Gerrnan smefisn English
German
' Remove selected features I Remove selected products

IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l J

The ‘Product features’ column displays a list of features by which the selected products are compared. The
‘Products’ section displays the products which are compared. According to the default chart layout,

product features are displayed vertically and products are displayed horizontally.

If the customer believes some feature is not essential for the comparison, he can remove this feature from
the chart. To remove a feature, the customer needs to select the check box next to it and to click the *
Remove selected features’ link at the bottom of the ‘Product features’ column.
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Product features

[T catalogidx

I_ Cowver type

I- Pages
[~ with D
l_ Language

W Remove selected features

IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l J

-

Adobe Photoshop
3.5 Classroom

£54321987

Hard

Dialectics

4&0

Serrman

=lw]
Products
r r
Flash 5 for Windows MNew Masters of
and Macintosh Flash
321654987 E54321654
Soft Soft
Dialectics Piter Press
218 230
x x
Englizh .
Eerrman English

I Remove selected products

The removed features are excluded from the chart, however, they appear above the chart in the form of

links from which they can be restored. The customer can restore any of the removed features at any time

by clicking the ‘Removed features’ links corresponding to these features.
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Product features chart

=lw]
Remowved features: Publisher
Products
Product features Adobe Photoshop Flash 5 for Windows New Masters of
5.5 Classroom and Macintosh Flash
I_ Catalog idx 534321987 321654987 E54321654
[T cover type Hard Soft Soft
[T Pages 460 315 250
[~ with D W b4 X
[T Language Gerrnan smzfisn English
Serrman
' Remove selected features I Remove selected products
IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l Add product

If needed, the customer can exclude one or more products from the chart. To remove a product, the
customer needs to select the check box next to the name of the product and to click the ‘Remove selected
products’ link at the bottom of the ‘Products’ section of the chart.
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Product features chart

=lw]
Remowed features: Publizher
Products
I r v
Product features Adobe Photoshop Flash 5 for Windows New Masters of
5.5 Classroom and Macintosh Flash
I_ Catalog idx 554321987 321654987 654321654
[T cover type Hard Soft Soft
[T Pages 460 315 250
[~ with D W b4 X
[T Language Gerrnan smzfisn English
Serrman
' Remove selected features T Remove selected products
IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l Add product

The removed product is excluded from the chart, however, it is added to the list of products in the
selectbox below the chart and it can be restored from the selectbox at any time.
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=lw,
Remowved features: FPublisher
Products
Product features Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Flash 5 for Windows and
Classroom mMacintosh
I_ Catalog idx 654321987 321654987
[T cover type Hard Soft
[T Pages 450 318
[~ with D v X
I_ Language FErmman English
Serman
' Remove selected features M Remove seleced producks
Ephntnshnp & Down and Dirky Trié;l ]

Microzoft FrantPage 2000 —
bauddastarz.of flazh

Prafeszzional Java Server Programrmiing
Designing YWeab Usability
HTML 4 for the Wworld Wwide web

Drearmweaver 2 Bible : Gold Edition T

To restore a removed product from the selectbox or to add a new product to the chart, select the
necessary product from the selectbox and click on the ‘Add product’ button.
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=lw]
Remowved features: FPublisher
Products
Product features Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Flash 5 for Windows and
Classroom Macintosh
I_ Catalog idx 534321987 F21654987
[T cover type Hard Soft
[T Pages 460 318
[~ with D v X
I_ Language FErrman English
Serrman
' Remove selected features I Remove selected products
ENew Masters of Flazh LI J

Note: The maximum number of products which can appear in the selectbox can be defined in the General settings/Feature Comparison
options section of the administrative interface (‘Maximum number of products which can be shown on the feature-based comparisons
page and on the Product details page in the form of a select box. If the quantity of products for comparison exceeds the number

specified here, product selection will be done in a popup window’).

When some feature is common for all the products displayed in the chart (for example, all the books have
the same publisher), this feature is displayed against a lighter background, so the whole line is highlighted,
which makes the similarity more conspicuous.
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Product features chart

=lw]
Products
I r
Product features Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Flash 5 for Windows and
Classroom Macintosh
I_ Catalog idx 554321987 321554987
[T cover type Hard Soft
[T publisher Cialactics Cialactics
[T Pages 460 315
[~ with D v X
I_ Language Serrman English
Eerman
' Remove selected features I Remove selected products
IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l Add product

For convenience the customer can hide the features common for all the products in the chart, so that only

the differences are shown. To conceal all the similarities, the customer needs to click on the & icon. The
lines with the ‘common’ features will be removed from the chart. The look of the icon will also be changed:

&, Clicking the E icon, the customer can restore the lines showing similarities in the chart.
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Product features chart

=lw)
Products
I r
Product features Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Flash 5 for Windows and
Classroom Macintosh
I_ Catalog idx 5654321987 3215654987
[T cover type Hard Soft
[T Pages 450 218
[T with D v X
[ Language BERaR English
Eerman
Il Remove selected features I Remove selected products
IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l Add product

Sometimes it may be convenient to rearrange the Product features chart so that the product names are
displayed vertically (in a column), and the product features are displayed horizontally next to them (in other
words, to flip the coordinate vectors of the chart). This functionality turns out especially helpful if the number
of products being compared is much greater than the number of involved features (Great numbers of products
make the chart too wide to fit into the screen. Arranging the products vertically can help the customer to deal

with the problem). To flip the coordinate vectors, the customer needs to click the I3 icon.

Product features chart

= 3
Product features
Products r r r r r
Catalog idx Cover type Pages With CD Language
[T Adobe Photoshop 5.5 Classroom 654321987 Hard 450 v Gerrnan
[" Flash 5 for Windows and Macintosh 321654987 Soft 318 x Englizh
Sermnan
T Remove salected products T Remove selected features
IF‘thnshnp & Down and Dirky Tri;l Add product
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Clicking the same icon once again reverts the chart to its original state.

If flipping the chart vectors still does not help to make the process of working with the chart any better, the

customer can resort to getting the module to display the whole chart in a separate window, so that the

chart can be scrolled separately without having to scroll the whole store page. To get the chart to be

displayed in a separate window, the customer needs to click on the = icon.

=101 |

=10 ]

CART. Powerful PHP shopping cart software - Mozilla

(] e -

PERSE |
-
Product cormparizon —
j a5earch| d -
Print
Product features chart -
SHOPPING —
L HOME JL CART J 1
Broducts FREE: 1-800-555-5555 International: 500
Adobe Designing Flash 5 for Microsoft Newr Photosh Selectlanguage
— Product features Photoshop Web Windows FrontPage Mastersof 6 Down
5.5 Usability and 2000 Flash and Dir Printable version é
Classroom Macintosh Tricks
I I_ Catalog idx 654321987 654654654 321654987 654987321 654321654 6549872
§| | |Dlcovertipe T N N S | SSSS—-
o N ) N - ) - . 2 unregist
E [~ Publisher Dialectics  Piter Press Dialectics  Dialectics  Piter Press Dialectic: B l:} custormer(s
( [~ Pages 460 430 318 512 250 450 I
-
I vox X v X L XD e r
c -
g i i New Photoshop Professional
c [ Language Gerrmnan Russian Z:_gnl_::n Russian English IE:‘:_I‘I::‘ l-ters of | & Down | Jawva Server \._.f Cartis
Flash and Dirty Progr ing
— T Rermove selacted features T Remove selected products Tricks
Wiew cart
42321654 654987321 654654321 Checkout
I | HTML 4 for the world wide wet = | Add product
1 it Soft Hard e
C -
2|4 I » ef Press Dialectics  Piter Press _
B
3. New Masters of Flash [ Pages 460 430 31s 51z 250 450 430 Usetname |
4. Photazhop & Down custarmer
and Drirty Tricks [~ with cD v b4 b4 v b4 X X Pazsword
5. Palm 08 M125 [
. Englizh . . Emglizh .
Language
- guag: German Russian German Russian Englizh French Englizh e i @
_ T Remove selected features T Remove selected products Registere
ExarnpleBooks | HTML 4 for the warld wide wet x| Add product Recover pa
ExampleHousehald
If Jawascript i
E
. | | »
S & 2 B & | Rl
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6 Appendix

Here is a list of files included into the module.

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.




Appendix

41

© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.




X-FeatureComparison add-on module for X-Cart 4.1.11. User manual.
© 2008 Ruslan R. Fazliev. All rights reserved.

Printed: 05.08.2008



	General information
	Module Installation
	Setting up Feature Comparison options
	Administrative interface
	Adding, updating and deleting product classes
	Modifying product classes
	Modifying product class details
	Managing product class options (features)
	Notes on option types

	Assigning product classes to products
	Searching for products with defined product classes
	Importing/Exporting data
	FeatureComparison: CSV Format


	Customer interface
	Using feature-based search
	Selecting products for comparison
	Comparing products

	Appendix

